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RIGHT HONOURABLE 


The Earl of SANDWICH. 


MY, LORD, 


Young Man, unknown to your Lordſhip, 

ſave by ſome Favours he has received from 
you, in the Courſe of his Employment in the Na- 
vy, preſumes to recommend the following Diſ- 
courſe to your Notice. He is not ſo vain as to 
imagine ſuch a haſty Compoſition, as it was, can 
lay Claim to any Merit, of itſelf: but perhaps 
your Lordſhip may feel ſome Regard, for the 
Overflowings of a Heart, that beats with an En- 
thuſiaſm, for the Honour of its Country. The 
preſent Occaſion turns every Eye, towards That 
unrivalled Department, of our National Power 
and Glory, over which we are pleaſed to ſee a 
Deſcendant of the Great MONTAGUE, whoſe 
Name will ever be dear in the Annals of our Na— 
vy, preſide with univerſal Applauſe. I will not 
mention, My Lord, your great Reform of the 
Marine 


DEDICATION. 


Marine Forces ; or thoſe wiſe Regulations that a 
you eſtabliſhed, at your different Viſitations of A 
the Dock-Yards.---But in the late delicate Criſis, 
when the Affairs of EuxopE began to wear a 
threatning Aſpect, the Better and Wiſer Part of 
the Nation ſaw, with Wonder and Gratitude, 
the Storm at once diſpell'd, by the Sagacious 
Councils of a Humane Prince ; and imputed it, 75 
under Heaven, to nothing ſo much, as the Zeal 
and Capacity of his Servant, who equip'd a Re- 
ſpectable Fleet, with a Rapidity beyond Exam- 
ple. I have the Honour to be, 


| MY LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, 


From on Board the Cerberus, 
at Spithead, June 19, 1773. 


FOHN BONAR. 
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Porurous NO, THaT was siruATE AMONG THE 
Rivers, THAT HAD THE WATERS ROUND ABOUT IT, 
WHOSE RAMPART WAS THE SEA, AND HER WALL WAS 
FROM THE SEA. 


HEN I read theſe words to a Company of Britiſh 

Sailors, I cannot expect that you would have 
patience to hear the occaſion upon which they were ori- 
ginally written : they paint at once to every heart, the 
happy ſituation of a Kingdom, greater far and more po- 


pulous than the Prophet had in view, and make it glow 


with conſcious Pride and Satisfaction, as we caſt our eyes 
on that grand Fleet, with which we are now ſurrounded, 
And whilſt I touch upon this ſubject, that ſhould be 
ſo dear to us all, I call upon You, my beloved and re- 
ſpected Hearers, and I would that I could call alſo upon 
all my Countrymen this day, not to be ungrateful before 
God for thoſe bleſſings, which, under an auſpicious Pro- 
vidence, this nation has derived from having zhe waters 
round about it, and a natural Rampart of the Sea. But 
miſtake me not as if I meant to give you a political Ha- 
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rangue, rather than a religious Diſcourſe. What I ſhalt 
mention to you is all ſo evident, that it would be a ſhame 
for every one not to comprehend it; and tis ſo inti- 


mately connected with your moſt affecting concerns as 


Subjects, and with the honour and duties of our Naval 
Profeſſion, that none of you, eſpecially no Officer, ſhould 
be unacquainted with it. Nor would I wiſh with a 
narrow, malevolent heart, to make us look on other na- 
tions as leſs intitled to the divine favour than ourſelves. 


They in their turn may poſſeſs, they all in fact do poſſeſs 


ſome peculiar bleſſings, for which they ought, to count 
themſelves happy: but let it be o buſineſs, my Coun- 
trymen, not to be inſenſible to thoſe Advantages that we 
Iſlanders ſo eminently enjoy. | 
Let no man imagine the inſular ſituation of this King- 
dom, with any acceſſory advantages ariſing, from. it, to 
be mere matter of accident. Tis folly, tis impiety to 
think ſo. There is in it a viſible deſtination of Hea- 
ven, which meant thus to circumſcribe the boundaries, 
and to incloſe on every fide, with the moſt natural de- 
fence, hat choſen ſpot of earth, that ſhould one day be- 
come the ſcat of a mighty Empire. Tis true it did not 
become ſo at once. This country, at the early periods 
of civil ſociety, was divided, firſt into ſmaller territories, 
afterwards into large ones, t hat were too often at vari- 
ance with one another. It was neceſſary that 25 nation, 
like every other, ſhould experience thoſe viciſſitudes, and 
ſhould travel through that progreſs, by which Mankind 


arc 
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are conducted to ſtability and happineſs. At length we 
faw-our true intereſt ; we were aſhamed of our divi- 
fions ; and the inhabitants of GREAT-BRITAIN became 
an united and flouriſhing people. Nature often has thus 
marked the boundaries of ſtates : nor is it a ſmall bleſ- 
fing that our Country, with that other Kingdom, and 
the reſt of the Iſlands belonging to us, are ſo eminently 
fet apart from the people on the Continent. How much 
happier are we in this natural boundary, than if we were 
ſurrounded with huge chains of inhoſpitable mountains; 
or, with large tracts of barren deſarts, that ſeem, and of- 
ten really are, like the walls of a Priſon, to confine the 
People encloſed within them; or, with thoſe ſtreams of 
water, and rivulets, that are fo often dyed with the blood 
of Conteſt; or, with thoſe © barriers of Art, walled. 
Towns, and horrid: lines of Circumvallation, that ſtrike 
one entering upon fome Countries, as the diſmal Signa- 
tures of Deſpotiſm and Fear? How much unlike the ge- 
nerous Approaches of our open ſhores, that ſeem inviting 
Mank ind to the bleſſings of an equitable and manly con- 
ſtitution l 

Tis wonderful indeed to obſerve how, in the my ge- 
rious conduct of Providence with reſpect to the different 
Nations upon earth, ſome unhappy Countries, merely by 
their Situation, ſeem to have been marked out as Scenes 
of perpetual Revolutions and Carnage. I ſpeak not of 
thoſe extenfive regions in the moſt luxuriaut Climates, 
whole effeminate Inhabitants have ſo often fallen a prey 
to the incurſions of Barbarians ; or, of thoſe am zing 


tracts 
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tracts of fertile Countries, in every other quarter of the 
Globe, that have remained ſo long immerſed in ſavage 
Darkneſs. This would open too wide a Field of me- 
lancholy, and let us ſee that it was a much more diſtin- 
guiſhed Bleſſing than we are apt to imagine, to enjoy, 
in common with the other Nations in this favoured cor- 
ner of the Earth, the privileges of a civilized State. 
But in the very heart of Europe, how many fine Coun- 
tries are there ſo unhappily ſituated, betwixt jealous 


and aſpiring nat ions, that, they have become in a man- 


ner the Theatre of Contention, in all thoſe great convul- 
ſions that have ſo often ſhaken this part of the World ! 
It would in ſome caſes be no Hyperbole to ſay, that the 
land was ſcarce ſufficient to hide the number of the ſlain, 
who have fallen from time to time, in fighting for little 
ſpots of Earth. And what are all the different Provinces of 
ſome large Kingdoms around us, but ſo many monuments 
of Plunder and Rapacity, ready to be reclaimed with fury 
upon every opportunity, and again to diſtreſs the wretched 


inhabitants, as they have often been before, till they care 
not who ſhall be their Maſters? But what ſtronger inſtance 


can be given of the Advantage in having the boundaries of 
our Kingdoms ſo diſtinctly traced out, than that evident 
acceſſion of Power and grandeur that we have acquired, 
ſince we relinquiſhed our great Poſſeſſions on the conti- 
nent? I do not talk of the acceſſion of real grandeur and 
power, becauſe it is certain that every State now, by the 
improvements of latter ages, is really more great and 


powerful 


„ 
powerful than it hen was: but I talk of our relative 
greatneſs, by which we bear a more illuſtrious ſway 
among the ſurrounding Powers, ſince the wiſdom of our 
Forefathers, the fate of War, or, to ſpeak more pro- 
perly and comprehenſively, the good Providence of 
Heaven, taught us to confine our Cares, in this part 
of the World, to that ſea-girt Kingdom, that was in 


progreſs of time to become the Envy and Admiration 
of Mankind. | 


When a nation is once ſet down at unity with itſelf, 
with all its frontiers properly deſcribed and ſecured, tis 
natural for it then to caſt its eyes abroad; and after 
having carried to ſome perfection thoſe intrinfic advan- 
tages, which it immediately receives from the hand of 
nature, to look out for foreign ſources of Happineſs and 
of Aggrandiſement. And here, my Countrymen, how 
happy are we in this reſpe&! 7he IPorld is all bef gore ar. 
There is no occaſion to aſk a ſafe- conduct, thro the 
confines of our enemies or jealous ae. to go 
wherever we pleaſe. The riches of the Earth flow in 
upon us, to crown, with ſuitable returns, a ſpirit of 
Induſtry and Adventure. From theſe fruitful ſources, 
What Plenty! What Convenience! What Enjoyment! 
What Ingenuity | What Power! What Populouſneſs 
How many honeſt and reputable ways are opened, 
for thoſe Hands being employed in labour, for 5 1 
Faces beaming with gladneſs and complacenty, for 


C thoſe 
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thoſe Spirits being . with uſef and noble Ang 


that were elle, languiſhing in indolence, deformed -by 
- filth or diſeaſe, preying by ſtealth or by rapine upon the 


commonwealth ? Tis not my deſign, nor is it in my 
power, to deſcant to ou upon this copious theme, in a 
commercial point of view. I talk only what every 
good man may be ſuppoſed to feel, who caſts his eyes 
about him, not with a curioſity which may be laudable 
in other perſons, but with a general concern for every 
object where the happineſs of his neighbour is at ſtake, 
and with a heart that fwells with haneft pride in eon- 
templating the glory and felicity of his Country. Are 
we not ſurrounded with numbers on every hand, whoſe 
very exiſtence under Heaven muſt be 3 from 


the fruits of chate induſtry or invention being carried to 


ſome foreign land, to which that Sea gives us free acceſs. 
If you imagine this to be only an adventitious benefit, 
figure to yourſelves, for a moment, this Ifland tranſ- 
planted into the heart of a. large continent, What 


would be the conſequence? The conſequence undoubt- 


edly would be, that great multitudes of People, even 


a great majority of our inhabitants, would at. one ſtroke 


be annihilated, and the hopes of thoſe families for ever 


cut off, that are now rearing to ſerve their Sovereign, to 
ſupply the conveniences of their fellow ſubjects, or to 
ſpread the ſpirit of Humanity and friendly intercourſe, by 


a mutual communication of benefits with the remoteſt 
habitations of mankind. 


Some 


"os. 


Some men pretend to deſpiſe the happinefs of a com- 
mercial and poliſhed age, which they charge with many 
bad attendants, tho' it confeſſedly draws into one center 
the produce of all the various climates of Nature, and of 
all the numerous arts diffuſed among our ſpecies. Let 
us at leaſt ſay, theſe are bleſſings to thoſe who do not 
abuſe them. And beſides, ye complainers | what is that 
ſtate to which you would reduce us ? You yourſelves do 
actually enjoy many comforts, many indulgencies of life, 
that are vaſtly beyond. the ſpontaneous produce of the 
earth, and the abſolute neceſſities of nature. Many, ma- 
ny commodities of living do you thus enjoy very un- 
.gratefully. But your ſpleen and envy are excited by the 
{ſplendour of thoſe, whom you cannot imitate, which the 
neceſſary gradations in civil life will always create in a 
ſtate, where the people ſubſiſt with any tolerable degree 


of comfort. I ſhall not ſay, indeed, but your complaints 
may ſometimes flow from a nobler cauſe ; from an in- 


dignation of the thoughtleſſneſs, inhumanity, and vice, 
that are ſo often attendant upon great Fortune and Rank. 
Alas! my Friends, do you ſeek upon earth for a ſtate 
without vices? Look to the vices of their Anceſtors : 
they were much more barbarous and deſtructive. 

But tis not only that additional Power, Populouſneſs 
and Splendour, which we derive from our maritime fitu- 
ation; but Plenty; but Freedom; but the happieſt 
influence on our national character and manners. Think 
not, ye poor | but I feel your wants, and hear your 


Cries: 


FI 

cries. And alas! in the preſent ſtate of things, how is 
it poſſible to prevent always your juſt complainings ? 
But, believe me, there never was a Country under Hea- 
ven, where the Commonalty were fo well and fo regu- 
larly ſubſiſted. Tis not that owr Country is of itſelf 
richer and more fertile than every other; but its ſitua- 
tion has made it, that none has been ſo well cultivated : 
and the * waters ſurrounding it have been the cauſe of 
more plenty, than if that waſte boundary had been filled 
up with the moſt fruitful Provinces, 4 

As Commerce has diffuſed plenty among us, it has 
neceſſarily nouriſhed a free and manly ſpirit in the in- 4 
tercourſe of ſocial life. It does not, it cannot ſubſiſt up- 
on that timid and multiplied ſubordination, far beyond 
what the neceſſity of regular Government requires, that 
unmanly mixture of Inſolence and Servility, by which ſo 
many nations are held together. A commercial ſtate 
ſubſiſts upon that independant ſentiment, which every 
man has of his own conſequence, for the part that he 
bears in the manifold labours of human Society. It was 
t his ſpirit, that made latter Ages ſee with aſtoniſhment, a 
little Country riſe by dint of labour out of the ſea, and 
ſtung with the ſacred love of liberty, aſſert its freedom 
againſt the moſt powerful monarchy in Europe. Nor 
is there ſo much danger to be apprehended in this large 
and deſirable Country, of the ſpirit of Trade degene- 


rating 
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* By opening an encouragement to raiſe all the Corn, &c. that can poſſi- 
bly be produced. | 


LY. 95 
rating at length into a ſordid Avarice, with an inſenſi- 
biliry to every ſocial and public virtue. The large ex- 
tenſive ſchemes of our Commerce ſeem to breathe a no- 
bler and more generous air. Nor is the accumulation 
of wealth the ultimate end of the Britiſh merchant, or 
ingenious Artificer, who may hope one day to arrive to 
an Intereſt and Conſideration in the rea Property of his 
Country, and even to a ſhare of its Legiſlation, Diſtinc- 
tions and Honours. Tis thus that the Dignity of the 
landed Property becomes a check upon the confined 
ſpirit of Trade; whilſt the wealth and independence of 
our Traders, becomes an equal Security, againſt the /eu- 
dal, lordly Prejudices of landed Proprietors. 

But now, my Countrymen, if- any one aſks me, whe- 
ther we enjoy thoſe bleſſings of an open Communication 
with the world, and the other advantages reſulting from 
that, excluſively of all other Nations; my anſwer is, what 
then | would you wiſh /o to enjoy them ? Is it not 
enough that we poſſeſs them in a very eminent degree? 
As Men, as Chriſtians, nay as ſubjects too, let us rejoice to 
ſee other nations learn by our example to be happy. The 
ſpirit of a commercial ſtate is not, or at leaſt never ought 
to be jealous: nor would I dare, my. Brethren, from 
this place, to congratulate you upon any advantage that 
you poſſeſſed at the expence of one ſentiment ot Virtue 
and Humanity. But the Proſperity of an active, induſtri- 
dus, civilized, wiſe, and ingenious People, is not like the 
ravaging luſt of Conqueſt, that glories only in the de- 
D ſtruction 


e 


ſtruction of mankind, in deſolating plentiful Countries, 
or in cruſhing free ſpirits under the yoke of Tyranny 
and Oppreſhon, *Tis founded on principles more equi- 
table and generous; it flourithes not only under its own 
immediate protection, but in the Peace, in the Security, 
even in the Opulence of all the Countries connected 
with it, What advantage in fa& could we derive, from 
carrying our produce to a People, that had none of the 
riches, either of a luxuriant Nature or of a cultivated 
_ Taſte? 

Tis by means chiefly of this rational, civilized ſpirit, 
that the human mind has been ſo wonderfully opened in 
latter ages; that we know ſo much of this Globe we 
inhabit, and of all the various Furniture with which 
nature has ſtored it; indeed that we know ſo much of 
ourſelves, by remarking all the various exhibitions of 
Humanity, ſubject to the influence of different Cli- 
mates, and of different Laws. In this reſpect, how 
diſmal was the ſtate of the old World, at leaſt among 
thoſe ancient nations we. know moſt of, when Men were 
obliged to confine themſelves to their own narrow con- 
fines, and could ſcarce know any thing of the People 
that ſurrounded them, till they entered upon their Coun- 
try in a hoſtile manner, and made the innocent In- 
habitants, as that * honeſt Barbarian told the cele- 
brated Conqueror, execrate that ſavage thirſt of Do- 


* Plut. in Alex, & Quin. Curtius. 
mination 


e 
mination, which ever moleſted their profound Security 
and Repoſe | Ae 

Reflect therefore, my grateful Countrymen, how 
diffuſive are thoſe bleſſings flowing from your advanta- 
gious Situation. Venerate and adore that divine wiſdom 
and goodneſs which placed you alone, in the midff of 
the ſea. But for this, you might have poſſeſſed none of 
- thoſe diſtinguiſhed Advantages, or poſſeſſed them only 
in an inferiour degree; you might have fallen a prey to 
ſome ambitious Neighbour ; or at moſt, you would have 
been a pitiful, ill-peopled State, fain to hang for de- 
fence on ſome of thoſe powers, that are now, by the 
bleſſing of Heaven, glad to have-recourſe to 90. 


After all that has been ſuid, it muſt be confeſſed that 
the Advantages we have mentioned; as ariſing from our 


Inſular Situation, are not neceſſarily and inſeparably 
connected with it. The Sea, in place of being our 


Bulwark and Defence, might Bare ſerved only to lay us 
open on all hands to the fury of our Enemies; and all 
the fruits of our labour and invention, by which we 
ſhould have fought to draw home the bleſſings of other 
Lands, might have become the ſpoils of Corſairs, or incite- 
ments to foreign Depredations, Tis thus that an inſular 
ſituation has ſometimes become a great curſe, + locked 
u up the wretched inhabitants in a mournful ſequeſtration, | 


+ Vid. Keepipfer's Hiſtory of Indians and Siam. a 
baniſhed 


E 


baniſhed from all the delights and utilities of com- 
munication with their fellow creatures. The free 
Ocean that waſhed their ſhores, has been made the 
fetters, by which a baughty, imperious Deſpot chained 
down an abje&t multitude, from all poſſibility of 
eſcaping from the rod of their Oppreſſor. What 
then, my Countrymen, have we been hanging up 
falſe colours, to delude you into a Spirit of thankfulneſs, 
for being placed in a ſituation that ought rather to- 
make you tremble ? No, BRTITONSs, tis not ſo: and our 
maritime frontiers are ſpread around us, like the other 
boons of Heaven, to be converted into a glorious privi- 
lege, by a brave and ſpirited People. Without his, in- 
deed, they would be much otherwiſe, Nor is it even. 
every kind of Courage and Virtue that would do. Tis 
that alone, Bold Sailors! by which You have ſignalized- 
yourſelves. Tis that gallant ſpirit, that teaches you to 
brave the Seas and Tempeſts, as well as to look an Ene- 
my in the face, armed not only with. every Engine of de- 
ſtruction againſt your Perſon, but with ſuch as threaten, 
the very ſpot, whereon. you ſtand, being plunged at once, 
with all it contains, into the depths of the ſea. Without 
thoſe virtues, tis impoſſible that a nation ſecluded from 
the reſt of the World (as an Iſland would be without a 
ſpirit for Navigation, and a powerful Marine to protect 
them in that purſuit) tis impoſſible that ſuch an Iſland; 
ſhould long be preſerved, from falling a prey to Ambi- 
tion, or from relapſing into. Anarchy and Barbariſm, As, 


ON: 
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on the other hand, is it not equally impoſſible, for men 
with Vigour and Reſolution, daring enough to embrace 
all the fatigues and dangers of a Sea- faring military life, 
ever to ſubmit to the chains of Conqueſt and Slavery ? * 
Miſtake me not, my Brethren, as if I meant to flatter 
you. But I love to hold forth the Dignity and Impor- 
tance of our Naval Profeſſion, to make you always alive 
to the ſenſe of your own honour, zealous not to degrade 
it by improper conduct, and ever attentive to the weight 
of thoſe duties, and ſacred obligations, that lie upon you. 
Remember that, to the Kingdom repoſing in you ſuch 
confidence, you owe it, always to be ready to approve 
yourſelves, the moſt valiant, as well as the experteſt Ma- 
riners in the World. Your Anceſtors, and your imme- 
diate Predeceſſors, in the place you fill, have ſet you a 


noble example : God and the Nation will never forgive 
you, if the Glory of our Navy be tarniſhed by You. Do 


not imagine tis only in time of War you have to play 
Foun part. ns Have to preſerve that Skill and Dexte- 


Tine may be * 1 Objections to theſe maxims, han nn. 
occur to the Reader's mind, in the Hiſtory of very conſiderable Naval powers. 
But is their Maritime Power their chief and natural ſtrength ? Wherever 
a vaſt Military Power ſubſiſts, their Naval ſtrength is probably adventitious, 
and forced upon them by particular circumſtances in their affairs. But a 
Maritime Power is congenial with the Sentiments and moſt natural Impreſ- 
ſions of "Iſlanders, and perhaps tends much to beget and encourage that 
bold, reſtleſs ſpirit, juſtly attributed to them by a celebrated Frenchman, 


whoſe works abound with ſuch a Nous Admiration of our national'C ba: | 


racter and Conſtitution. pe 
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rity in your Employment, which the Welfare, the very 
Subſiſtence of this Nation, requires to be always kept up 


among Us; or rather indeed, according to the prefent 
rapid el of Human Affairs, to be — and car- 


ried on to Perfection. 

Nor is your Character i in Civil life, as Citizen, to be 
neglected; by which your Predeceſſors have been ſuffi- 
ciently diſtinguiſhed from every other claſs of men; and 
with ail their peculiarities, I will venture to fay, not the 
leaſt deſerving in their rank of Lite. Generous to Prodi- 
gality; Sociable, without choice of Companions ; Kind, 


as if by Inſtinct; Friendly, even to fuch as betray them. 


'Tis no Fault or Diſgrace of Sailors, that their equals, in 
the correſponding Ranks of life, have been ſo little deſerv- 
ing of their honeſt virtues, Fhoughtlels, however, and 
Improvident ; Raſh and Intemperate in their Paſſions; 
Irreverent and Daring in their Diſcourſe——But you 
know the Faults of your Profeſſion, better than I chooſe 
to deſcribe them: and I muſt ſay it, they are often 
dwelt upon with too much' pleaſure, by thoſe Daſtards, 
of more dark and reſtrained Diſpoſitions, who know not 
how to make allowance, for the Overflowings of a gene- 
rous Temper, or for the Salties of Merriment, upon a 
ſudden releaſe from long confinement, and the various. 
Agitations of a wandering life, I never did, however, 
and I never will palliate any of thoſe Vices, with which 
Sailors may be chargeable. Labour to correct them with 
all your might; dut never flinch from one of their Vir- 


tues. 


1 e 
tues. And, above all, dare not to be VUngrateful to that 
Providence, whoſe Wonders ye fo oft behold, that FE 
down t6 the Sea in Ships * and whoſe protection ye have 
felt, when + your Enemies had prepared for you the in- 
Aruments of Death, or when you have f H occupied your 
buf neſs in the mighty Waters. 

And now, Gentlemen of the Navy, 1 would chiefly 
addreſs myfelf to You that are Officers; who by the 
force of Example, as well as by the' power of Command, 
can do ſo much, to correct the abuſes, to ſupport the 
Spitit, to maintain the diſcipline, and to promote an 
Alacrity, with a dauntleſs, and intrepid Execution, of 
all the duties of the Service. I direct my Advice only 
to the younger, among you': flor, to thoſe do I give 
any other Advice, than 1 have Heard brate experienced 
Officers rec ; and what" They have performed, 
from whoſe Hiſtory and Example, the Honor and Prin- 
ciples of your Profeſſion are to be learned. Preſerve al- 
ways a noble Contempt of every mean and effeminate 
Vice; and of the luxurious, fantaſtical manners of an 
idle, diſſipated Age. Even Women and Fops will 
deſpiſe You, for a Behaviour ſo. inconſiſtent with your 
Character. Know your own Dignity and Conſequence, 
and thew that you conſider yourſelves as the Guardians 
of choſe that, I BO to % it, e often be but. 
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both as it is a Science of War, and alſo as it is the moſt 
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little able to guard * Let the Honour of your: 
Name be ever ſacred. Nouriſh in yourſelves, . in your 
Companions, in all the young men under your. pro- 
tection, a F ondneſs, an Enthuſiaſm for your Profeſſion, 


noble, adventurous Art, that graces the Annals of Hu- 
manity. What was it, but this true Spirit of your 
Profeſſion, that has carried your Countrymen round the 


Globe oftner, I believe, than all other Nations put to- 


gether ? t Or what was it elſe, that has now ſent out 
thoſe brave Adventurers; to the Extremities of the 
South, and of the North, upon Diſcoveries that were, 
bl ſpeaking, never yet attempted 7 $ 

If you think Gentlemen, that I encourage. a 1 
leſs Spirit of Ambition and Glory, in Naval Affairs; 
I acknowled ge chat 1 . Tis by true Spirit, of your 


* * ety, 
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t Vide Monſ. Bougainville,” n Ede 
$I hope. there is no impropriety "_ to mention thoſe two Pxpclitions, E 
Common Report ſpeaks of them. Their real Deſtination, to be ſure, may 
be in ſome reſpects unknown. To fail round the World by the Eaſtward, 3 
is an abſolutely new Attempt, and cannot be executed without keeping very 5 
long. out of the reach of the Trade Winds, in thoſe far Southern Tracts, of ; 

which Mankind are 1ntirely ignorant. And Hhoyeh a. North-eaſt;: and a 

Notth-weſt Paſſage to the Eaſterly parts of the World has been often at- 
tempted, yet a North Paſſage never has. *Tis one of the Glories of this 
Reign, to encourage thoſe noble Efforts, as ell for Political Advantages, as 
for the Improvement of Human Knowledge, and Fog Good of Mankind. 
Before this time, pethaps, our Nation has deln ſoinetimes deficient in that 
Zeal. The memorable Controverſy between the Engliſh and French Philoſo- 
phers concerning the Figure of the Earth, was decided in favour of the Eng- 
liſh, at the Expence of the French King. 


Profeſſion ; | 
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Profeſſion; * tis hat Spirit, by which our Anceſions hands, 
ed down to us ſuch Power and Renown. There is nothing 
in it, that I know, vain-glorious : nor is it inconſiſtent 
with the moſt Chriſtian, Humility. What | could the 
Great God of Nature mean to eradicate thoſe Feelings 
of conſcious Superiority. in the breaſts that Himſelf 
had formed, not to be enſlaved. by the Fears, and con- 
fined Views, of little Souls? But does any Officer ſmile 
at this, and think me Romantic? Have a Care, Sir } 
E ſhall not ſay but you may do your Duty, when called 
to it: believe me, however, it was not ſuch cool Sen- 
timents, that: carried that Brave Man to the Top of the 
Mountains in the: New World; to deſery the immenſe 
Ocean that rolls beyond; whitlier he deſtined, from 
that Moment, to oonduct the firſt Engliſh. Ship. ©. | 
Such are the Sentiments, Gentlemen: of the Navy, 
that will make your: grateful. Countrymgn: look upon 
you with Eſteem, and with Reverenee. But remember, 
you. are not to purchaſe this Honour, without much 
Fatigue, frequent Hardſhips,. and no little Danger; in 
ſhort, by ſuch continual Self-denial as, in an Age of 
unbounded indulgence, requires: great Strength and: Vi- 
gour of Mind. Nor am I afraid to intimidate you,. by 
ſuch a Picture of the Difheulties of your Station: To 
intimidate many df you I know to be impoſſible. ; Nei- 
ther will L believe that any man would betake dame to 


* Sor that maſterly Account of the Life of Sir Francs Drake 
by Dr. Johnſon- er 


F that 
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that Employment, 5 Fiiliont an innate. Ayerfion, not 
only to all the idle, inſignificant ways of life; but 
even, to many uſeful, and buſy Ones: which, being 
employed about little Objects, or confined: to ſmall 
Space, want the Charms of Adventure, the Variety of 
Travel, and even the incitements of Danger, to recom- 
mend them to an active, and enterpriſing Mind. But 
know, for your Conlolation, Gentlemen, that tho 
Men may debaſe their Manners, yet they cannot entirely 
ſubvert the original Conſtitution of their minds; nor 
diſcard their Admiration of thoſe Virtues, that they dare 
not imitate, Weak, little Souls %,j applaud the Vi- 
gorous and Enterpriſing : Cowards muſt worſhip the 
Brave: and he who hath paſſed all his days in Sloth, 
and ignoble Security, at home, is doomed to feel for a 
while the motions of a manly Heart, whilſt the Voya- 
ger relates the 'Tales of diſtant Lands. Beſides, - You 
have your Satisfactions, to which others are abſolute 
Strangers. Pleaſure and - amuſement are ſweet, when 
they come as the Solace of Care, and of Toil. Our 
Parents, our Wives, our Children, our Friends, our Coun- 
try, are dear to us indeed, after long Abſence. How 
pleaſing is it to think of the Dangers that are paſt; or, 
to taſte all the Calm and varied ien, of _ 
after its Dithculties, and its Storms! 76 
Let me again intreat your Indulgence, Gentlemen ar 
the Royal Navy, whilſt I preſume to addreſs my Superi- 


ours with ſuch Freedom, But does not that honeſt Advice 
deſerve 


. 
deſetve to be reſpected, which does not mean to preſcribe 
to Vou, ſo much as to let others know, what many of 
vou have actually done; and what maay of you, I. dare 
promiſe, will do again ? Store your Memory and Ima- 
gination with the gallant Deeds, botli in Peace and War, 
of your illuſtrious Countrymen, that have gone before 
you, thro' a long ſucceſſion of Ages. Ves, Gentlemen, 
much farther back than is commonly adverted to: as 
long ſince as the days of ALT RED, that wiſe and powerful 
Prince, whom the Gratitude of his Contemporaries, and 
the Admiration of ſucceeding Ages have juſtly ſurnamed 
the GREAT; but who merited this glorious Epithet by 
nothing ſo much, as by the reſpectable Fleet, for thoſe 
days, that he eſtabliſhed, and, by his ſagacious Diſcern- 
ment, how the true Intereſt, and Fame of this Kingdom, 
were to be acquired. To be ſure the Arts of Sailing 
were then in a rude ſtate: but were they not ſuch as 
ſerved to call forth all the Intrepidity, and all the Capa- 
city too, that can be exerted in more poliſhed Ages? 
And perhaps, it was even in earlier Periods than that, 
when the infant Skill and Courage of our remote Forefa- 
thers, were confined to braving the Dangers of their native 
Shores, that the Seeds were-ſown, in this Iſland, of that 
vaſt Ardour for Maritime Affairs, which was afterwards 
to became ſo: glorious, and forniidable to the World. 
hut tis chiefly in latter times, you are to look Gor 
thaks: Examples, that ſhould fire, with noble Emula- 
tion, a: n wh the Britiſh) Youth; | Who can read 
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without Emotion, the gallant Achievements of our Ho- 
wakps, of our RALEIens, of our CavzNDISEHESs, of our 
BLAk ES, of our Mod racuss, of our Russs1s 3 with 
many more, whom later times, and eſpecially our on 
Age, have produced ? And, among many other grand: 
Exploits, may I not defy all Hiſtory, to produce a 
greater Scene, than might have been ſeen on that Day, 
when the brave Veteran Officer, who is now at the Heac 
of the Fleet, ſo gallantly merited the Tribute of his 
Country's Gratitude * The Conflict of the Elements; 
all the Thunder of War; Darkneſs at length ſpread 
around the Perils of an unknown, Rocky Shore; the 
dreadful Havock and Deſtruction of the Vanquiſhed; 
the amazing Felicity and Eſcape of the Victors; with 
the Eyes of Evunoes eager on the important Event; 
raiſed the Picture with every heightening Circumſtance, 
of the Terrible and the Sublime. Immortal Days l and 
which Foreigners have generouſly ſtiled Tus Ack or 
EncLand | It was Then, that the Britiſb Fleets covered 
the Ocean, in every Corner of the World at once; every 
where Victorious; every where Triumphant. I 

moſt brave, the moſt Powerful Nations combined, were 
obliged to yield to their daring Impetuoſity. Each 
Day almoſt was diſtinguiſhed by ſome Acquiſition. The 
Riches of every Climate became our own. Fruitful 
Hands, Luxuriant Countries, whole Continents ſubmit- 
ted to the Britiſh Flag: and raiſed our Empire both in 
Extent and in Power, up to the level of Thoſe; whoſe 
Hiſtories abſorb all the Annals of Human Nature. 


But 


HD 

But, however glorious theſe Days were, let us have 
more Humanity, my Countrymen, and more real 
Greatneſs of Mind, than to wiſh to ſee them renewed. 
Theſe are times that only the Neceſſities of Affairs, and 
the Sacred Rights of an injured: People, can juſtify. 
Since ſuch, however, is the State of Human Affairs, 
and the Jealouſy of Rival Powers, that thoſe caſes of 
{ad neceſſity are often to be apprehended, and always to 
be provided againſt, You, Gentlemen of the Navy 
and You, brave Sailors | will ever be prized. And 
however great it may be to ſee our Fleets, bearing home, 
in the time of War, the Tribute of diſtant Nations; 
ard ſpreading the Terror of the Britiſh Thunder, from 
the Pole, to the burning Zone: yet, is it not ſtil] more 
noble, to ſee our Navy here, in the quiet Harbour, 
give peace w Europe; and keep the World in Awe, 
by the bare Remembrance of their former Exploits? 
"Tis the Glory of our Beneficent Sovereign, to repreſs: 
that fatal Ardour for Conqueſt, which, in His Situa- 
tion, would. dazzle leſs ſolid Minds; and inflame leſs 
Pious,. and Virtuous Hearts. Their only Pride would' 
be to deſtroy, and to ſwim in Rivers of Blood: becauſe: 
they were ignorant of that diviner Triumph, to diffuſe: 
Tranquility, and Arts, and Plenty, and Gladneſs; 
and, to crown all the Military Acquiſitions of his An- 
ceſtors, and his own, by thoſe Bleſſings of a mild, and 
n. Government, at home and abroad, which 


G wers, 


and Advantage. 
Favour of Heaven; from which alone, our Fleets and 


n 
were, or at leaſt ought to have been, the End propoſed 
by all ſuch Acquiſitions. Happy People! who, when 
the Clouds of War begin to gather all around, are ſaved 
from the breaking of the Storm, only, by their rapid, 
formidable Preparations againſt it, Happy Prince! who 
need only ſhake the Olive Branch that loves his Peaceful 
Hand; and his Humane Heart is pleaſed, to ſee it have 
the ſame Effect, as if He were to brandiſh the Rod 
of Wrath, and the Stern Warriour's Spear. 

Long, Long, may it continue thus ! Long may we thus 
be able, to ward off the Horrors and Devaſtations of 
War |' But, how long it may be, Heaven only knows, It 


behoves us ever to be ready, or at leaſt in a Condition, 


ſpeedily to aſſert that Glory, and thoſe manifold bleſſings, 


that kind Heaven has ſhowered down upon us. To You 
therefore, Gentlemen of the Navy, your Country will 


ever turn her Eycs, as to her Natural ſhield of Defence. 
Let not Peace, however long we may be bleft with it, 
ever allow you to ſleep in Eaſe, or Security. Love your. 


Country with your deareſt Aﬀections : be ready always 


to ſacrifice even the moſt tender Concerns, to her Glory 
Above all, cultivate, by Virtue, the 


Armies can expect Gucoilh ah Reſpect. And cultivate 


chie fly, like brave Sailors, thoſe Virtues that may beſt 
© > become You. If ever the Day ſhould come, when the 
Naval Officers of GREAT Britain, give themſelves 
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up to Softneſs, and to Luxury; or, to mix with the Flip- 
pancy, and Extravagance, of an Effeminate Age 
Then, ye Rich Men | fell all that you have; ' flee be- 
yond the Seas: and retire before the Shameful Cata- 
ſtrophe, of a once Brave, and Independant Iſland | 
But, may the good Guidance of Heaven, that has 
protected us ſo often and ſo long, guard us ever againſt 
the Event, of ſuch a dire Preſage | And, as we are gird- 
ed about on every Side, repleniſhed, and made very glo- 
rious, in the midſt of the Sea; f ſo let all the dangers 
that may threaten us, both from without, and eſpecially -- 
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within Ourſelves, aſſail us in vain: as the ſurrounding 8,5 


Waves, ſpend their idle Fury, againſt the Shore a ASE 
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